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Getting Started
1. What insight, principle, or observation from this Sunday’s message
did you find to be the most helpful, eye-opening, troubling or
interesting? Explain.

2. F.Y.I. The word “parable” is taken from the word “parabole” which
means “putting things side by side.” Parables have also been defined
as “earthly stories with heavenly meanings.”
a. What is it that makes story telling such an important and
powerful tool?

b. Is there a story that is often repeated in your family to teach or
remind each other of an important value or principle?

3. As a group, remind each other of some of the many parables that Jesus
taught during his public ministry. Do you have a favourite? Why?
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Going Deeper
1. Read Matthew 20:1-16
a. What two things did the landowner do that was just?
b. What did the landowner do that was merciful?
.

c. The parable tells us how the “first hired” workers felt when
they were paid a denarius. How do you think the “last hired”
workers felt when they received the same amount of pay
from the landowner? What impact do you hope the
landowner’s generous compassion had on their spirits, on
their families, and on the way they viewed the landowner
and others.

2. Read Matthew 19:16 and 19:25. By relating the parable back to the
important questions that were asked by the rich man and Peter in
the previous chapter, we learned the difference between a merit/
reward based theology and a mercy/grace based faith.
a. Why is it so important to reject a merit based faith and to
embrace a mercy based faith?

b. Do you know anyone who is struggling with these two
systems right now? Have you experienced this struggle or
tension in your own life?

3. Is there anything you need or want to do as a result of what you
heard and learned this week?

